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ABOUT ME

• 11 conferences in 5 years
• Presented 7 posters, 5 talks 
• 17 authored or co-authored presentations
• Networking abilities: “Very strong-unless you do 

something very embarrassing like spill beer all 
over someone famous at the pub”                 
– Dr. Colin Quinn
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PRESENTATIONS
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First steps

PRESENTATIONS

RESEARCH 
QUESTIONS

How is your research relevant to other fields?
What is your big question?

BACKGROUND 
What does your audience NEED to know?

What is not essential?

METHODS
What methods are key?

How can you concisely explain to non-specialists?
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First steps

RESULTS What are the most important outcomes?
Which results answer your RQ?

DISCUSSION & 
CONCLUSION

What are your key takeaway points?
What do you want your audience to remember?
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Structure

MATERIALS

METHODS

AGENDA

RESEARCH QUESTIONS

SECTION 2

RECAP 2

SECTION 1

RECAP 1

RESEARCH QUESTIONS

CONCLUSIONS

CONCLUSIONS

RECAP & DISCUSSION
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Graphics
• Limit text whenever possible. Only include information that is essential, such as statistical 

significance. Slide titles, key points, etc. 
• Sans-serif fonts only.

• Solid color backgrounds are useful for contrast; all white can be glaring.

• If possible test your colors on a projector beforehand.

• Your audience will stop listening to you as soon as there are things for them to read. 

• Font sizes < 24 pt are trouble, and people will have difficulty reading them. 

• Make sure your graphics are clean and clearly relate to the story you are telling. I use graphics 
as a way to remind myself of the talking points of a particular slide, so as to not get lost. 

• I include colored footer labels so that the audience can always figure out where they are.

• The “Remove Background” tool in PowerPoint is your friend. A free image-editing program 
called GIMP is also useful (the useful tool there is “color to alpha”). 
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Graphics

• Limit text 

• Do not read text

• Solid color light background

• Sans-serif font (≥ 24 pt)

• Clean and simple
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Graphics example
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Presentation tips

BE ENGAGING EYE CONTACT SPEAK SLOWLY PRACTICE 
START
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Presentation tips

KEEP TO TIMEEXPLAIN FIGURESBE CONSISTENT BE REDUNDANT
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Presentation equipment
EQUIPMENTBACK-UPS SUPPLIES
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PowerPoint tools

REMOVE BACKGROUND

ALIGN ANIMATIONS

SEND TO BACK
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POSTERS

www.bonebroke.org 14



Organization

POSTERS

SPACE BE REDUNDANTFONT / SIZE BULLETS

• USE
• BULLET
• POINTS
• TO
• MAKE
• TEXT
• MORE
• CONCISE
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Further info

https://colinpurrington.com/tips/poster-design

POSTERS www.bonebroke.org 18



Practice sessions
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Presenting the poster
• Evaluate visitor background and 

interest

• Outline talking points in advance

• Give out business cards 

• Printed copies of poster

• Collect email addresses (notebook)

• Water
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NETWORKING
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Planning
• Download conference program

• Identify sessions of interest

• Decide who you want to meet* 

• Email in advance (2-3 weeks before)

• For busy people, suggest coffee/drink

• Breakfast is underutilized 

• Write out a schedule 

• Check email/twitter/constantly 

• Have back-up contact (e.g. phone, WhatsApp)
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Sample e-mail

• Polite (for American) 
• Briefly describes research
• Outlines time-frame of meeting (coffee)

• Explicit goal (job market discussion)
• Multiple mutual connections
• Links to more background information
• WAY TOO LONG
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Better e-mail
Dear [Person I Desperately Want to Meet],

I am a PhD student at the University of Cambridge, working with [name] and 
[name] on [topic]. 

I recently read your paper on [topic], and your results are very relevant to my 
dissertation research. We have a mutual acquaintance in [Name] who mentioned 
you will be at the AAPAs this year, and have provided her with helpful information 
about [topic] in the past. 

Would you be able to meet for a coffee in [city]? I will be in [city] from [date to 
date], and it would be great to discuss your research.

Best,

[Your name]
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Networking strategies
• Present as a junior colleague

• Leverage your own connections 

• Attend poster sessions 

• Have business cards

• Be professional but friendly

• Follow people on Twitter after meeting

• Keep in touch
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Scheduling
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Elevator Pitch

NETWORKING

• Write out key points

• Practice with friends

• Make organic as possible

• No jargon!

• Emphasize broad importance
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• Structure
• Graphics

• PowerPoint tips
• Posters

• Practice sessions

PRESENTATIONS

RECAP

• Planning
• Strategies
• Scheduling
• Elevator Pitch

NETWORKING

• Organization
• Examples
• Further info
• Presenting

• Practice sessions

POSTERS
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Q&A

?
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Resources

Notre Dame: https://graduateschool.nd.edu/assets/76988/elevator_pitch_8_28_2012.pdf

Thesis Whisperer: https://thesiswhisperer.com/2010/07/01/how-to-sell-your-thesis-in-3-minutes-or-less/

ELEVATOR PITCH

POSTERS
Colin Purrington: https://colinpurrington.com/tips/poster-design

University of Liverpool: https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/media/livacuk/computingservices/printing/making-an-impact-with-
your-poster.pdf

University of Oxford: https://weblearn.ox.ac.uk/access/content/group/e05e05d2-f4ce-4a24-a008-
031832bd1509/LearningRes_Open/Course_Book_Ppt_TIUD_Conference_Posters10.pdf

*Last two links found by Catherine Kneale.
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The End
• Email: jb2190@cam.ac.uk

• Twitter: @bonebroke9

• Blog: www.bonebroke.org

• I will share a pdf of this presentation with Michael & Marissa

• If you have questions or want advice, shoot me an email, I am happy to 
talk about these topics over McDonald coffee hour.
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